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Minute of Meeting held in the 
Council Offices, Stornoway, 
on Tuesday 25 August 2009 
at 2.00 pm   

 
 
PRESENT Mrs Morag Munro (Chairman)  
 Mrs Catriona Stewart (Vice-Chairman)  
 Mr David Blaney Mr Murdo MacLeod 
 Mr Archie K Campbell Mr Roddie MacKay 
 Mr Alex A MacDonald Mr Iain Morrison 
 Mrs Annie Macdonald Mrs Agnes Rennie 
 Mr Norman M MacLeod Rev Iver Martin 
 Mr Donald I Nicholson Rev David Campbell  
 Mr Angus Campbell Rev Andrew Coghill 
 Mr Angus McCormack Mrs Mary Bell 
   
APOLOGIES Mr Charlie Nicolson  
 
Prayer  The Meeting was opened with prayer led by Rev Andrew Coghill. 

 
  TRIBUTES 

 
  The Chairman paid tribute and congratulated all those pupils who had performed 

well in the Scottish Qualification Authority Examinations in 2009 and reported that 
there had been a measurable improvement in almost all indicators. 
 
The Chairman stated that the results presented a very positive picture of the good 
work being done in schools from pre - school through to secondary and that the level 
of performance attained would be an encouragement to pupils and teachers at the 
start of the 2009/2010 school session. 
 
The Chairman congratulated the children in Cross, Tong and Uig Primary Schools 
who had participated in a poetry competition. Some of the pieces the children had 
written had been published in a poetry collection called “Hame.” A copy of this 
collection would be sent to every primary and secondary school in Scotland. 
 
The Chairman paid tribute to Mrs Catherine Dunn, who was retiring as Acting 
Director of Education. Catherine graduated from Aberdeen University and started 
her teaching career in The Nicolson Institute, where she had taught English and 
Gaelic. Catherine was then appointed to the post of Gaelic Adviser and 
subsequently held the post of Head of Service for Secondary Education and Human 
Resources. During her career with the Comhairle Catherine had been active in 
Gaelic development and had represented the Comhairle on many national Gaelic 
organisations.  
 
The Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, thanked Catherine for her diligence and 
wished her a long and happy retirement 
 
 

 
 

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 
EDUCATION AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES COMMITTEE 



EDUCATION AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES COMMITTEE:  25 AUGUST 2009 

 372 
 
 
 

 
  MINUTES 

 
Minutes of 
Meetings of 8 and 
9 June 2009  
 

1 The Minutes of Meetings of 8 and 9 June 2009 were approved. 

Declaration of 
Interest 

2 Mr David Blaney declared an interest in the Urgent Item concerning pre-school 
provision in Daliburgh as his wife was an employee of Croileagan a’ Chinn a-Deas 
and left the meeting during consideration of the matter. 
 

  FINANCE 
 

General Fund 
First Quarter 
Capital Monitoring 
2009/10 

 

3 The Director of Finance and Corporate Resources submitted a Report which 
provided details on the progress of the 2009/10 Capital Programme at 30 June 2009 
and sought approval of the forecast out-turn as the Revised Approved Programme 
for 2009/10.  Appendix 1 to the Report summarised the income and expenditure by 
Committee and the expenditure approved for funding by Prudential Borrowing was 
detailed at Appendix 2 to the Report.  It was indicated in the Report that the forecast 
Capital Expenditure for 2009/10 was £16,758k at 30 June 2009 and this included 
£3.5m of expenditure on projects which started under the 2004-08 programme which 
were still in progress at 31 March 2009. 
 
It was indicated in the Report that, insofar as the Committee was concerned, 
projects totalling £1,035k were in progress, as at 31 March 2009 and that work was 
ongoing on the Schools ICT Network Project and core capital improvements, along 
with development work for the Western Isles Schools Project.   
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle approve the forecast out-turn as the Revised 
Approved Programme for 2009/10 
 

General Fund 
First Quarter 
Revenue 
Monitoring 
2009/10 

 

4 The Director of Finance and Corporate Resources submitted a Report which 
detailed the Comhairle’s revenue out-turn for 2009/10 and sought approval for 
Departmental carry forwards.  A summary of the Comhairle’s first quarter revenue 
outturn was detailed at Appendix A to the Report which showed a net overspend of 
£1,564k.  Appendix B provided details of the Comhairle’s forecast balances for 
2009/10 and detailed how the forecast planned deficit and changes that had already 
occurred in the current year would reduce actual balances to £2,390k by 31 March 
2009.  Appendix C summarised the 2008/09 carry forward. 
 
It was stated in the Report that initial steps had been taken to address the predicted 
overspend of £400k on energy costs with approval to appoint an Energy Officer to 
monitor and manage energy consumption related to all educational properties and to 
provide advice and training on energy efficiency measures.  It was further stated that 
it was anticipated that expenditure on home to school transport would exceed the 
budgetary provision in the sum of £90k and that a significant proportion of this 
additional expenditure was attributable to transport for pupils with additional support 
needs and that areas where transport arrangements were required to be reviewed 
had already been identified. It was pointed out that Officers of the Comhairle would 
continue to work in an effort to manage home to school transport costs. 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the Report; and 
 
(2) agree the proposed use of the Finance and Corporate Resources 

carry forward as set out in Appendix D to the Report. 
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Repairs and 
Maintenance 
(Revenue) 
Programme 
2008/2009 - 
Quarterly 
Expenditure 
Report to 30 June 
2009 
 

5 The Director of Technical Services submitted a Report in respect of expenditure on 
the repairs and maintenance of properties held on Service and Policy and 
Resources Committee Accounts to 30 June 2009. 
 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle note the Report. 

  BUILDINGS 
 

Programme and 
Progress 
PR33.01.12 

6 The Director of Technical Services submitted a Programme and Progress Report in 
respect of schemes at the pre-construction and construction stages for properties 
held on the Education and Children’s Service Account. 
 
It was agreed to note the Report. 
 

  WESTERN ISLES SCHOOLS PROJECT 
 

  It was agreed that the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting 
during consideration of the following item on the grounds that exempt information as 
defined in paragraph 6 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973, as amended, namely information relating to the financial and business affairs 
of any particular person other than the Comhairle, would be disclosed. 
 

Western Isles 
Schools Project - 
Update 
E01.02.15 

7 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report giving information on the 
Western Isles Schools Project, WISP.  It was stated in the Report that the Official 
Journal of the European Union (OJEU) Notice for the Project was submitted on the 
target date of 24 July 2009 and formally published on 25 July 2009. 
 
It was intimated that there was one major design Reference Group meeting 
proposed for each school involved in the WISP and that these would take place at 
the end of August/September 2009.It was further intimated that following these 
meetings it was planned to hold the public consultation exhibition, similar to that 
which had been held in The Nicolson Institute in March 2009, at the other four 
school communities where current details of the proposed new schools would be on 
display and where representatives of Sgoiltean Ùra LLP would be present to answer 
any questions. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the current status of the 
Western Isles Schools Project. 
 

  EDUCATIONAL PROVISION 
 

Report by 
Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, 
Department of 
Education:  
Follow–Through 
of Inspection of 
Carloway Primary 
School - May 
2009 
E01.01.11 

8 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report concerning the result of the 
follow-through inspection of Carloway undertaken by the Comhairle’s Quality 
Improvement Team.  It was intimated that HM Inspector of Education, HMIe, had 
published the Report on the standards and quality in Carloway Primary School in 
June 2007 and that following the inspection an Action Plan indicating how the school 
would address the main points for action highlighted in the original HMIe Inspection 
Report had been prepared.  It was stated that the School had been asked to: 
 

(1) increase opportunities for pupils at early stages to learn through play, 
exercise choice and to take responsibility for aspects of their own 
learning 

(2) ensure consistently challenging and appropriate learning experiences 
for all pupils 

(3) improve the effectiveness of support for learning; and 
(4) address the accommodation issues as identified in the report. 
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The follow-through inspection concluded that the School had made very good 
progress in implementing the main points for action in the original Report of 2007 
and that teachers had shown a commitment to making improvements and were 
working effectively with the headteacher to improve the overall quality of pupils’ 
experiences.  It was intimated that the learning support provision had been improved 
to ensure that the needs of pupils were being met more effectively. The Report 
concluded that no further visits to the School would be made in connection with the 
inspection report. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the very good progress 
made by the school with the main points for action as listed in the Report. 
 

Report by HM 
Inspector of 
Education (HMIe) 
Follow-Through 
Inspection of Sgoil 
Lionacleit - June 
2009 
E01.01.11 

9 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report concerning the result of the 
follow-through inspection Sgoil Lionacleit undertaken by HMIe in March 2009.  The 
Report referred to the inspection of Sgoil Lionacleit, which had been published in 
June 2006 and which had set out the key strengths of the School. It was stated that 
the School had been asked to: 
 

(1) improve curricular links with associated schools to ensure more 
continuous development of pupils learning; 

(2) ensure that all teachers provide ongoing feedback to pupils on the 
quality of their class work, help them to revise regularly at home and 
report on their attainment at S1/S2 in a consistent way 

(3) provide training for all staff on child protection and racial equality 
(4) improve school security and repair leaking windows; and 
(5) improve approaches to self-evaluation and development planning, 

including systematic approaches to monitoring and improving the 
overall quality of learning and teaching 

 
The HMIe follow-through Report concluded that there was clear evidence of 
improvements since the original inspection and that Sgoil Lionacleit was performing 
well overall and that arrangements for self-evaluation were now satisfactory, or 
better and with continued effective leadership and support from the Local Authority 
HMIe had stated that the School was well placed to continue to improve and that 
there would be no further visits in connection with the June 2006 inspection.  It was 
further stated that the District Inspector would continue to engage with the 
Comhairle, as Education Authority, to monitor progress in the planned improvements 
in the school building. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note: 
 
(1) the good progress made in Sgoil Lionacleit with the main points for 

action as listed in the HMIe report attached at Appendix A to the 
Report; and 

(2) that the District Inspector would continue to engage with the 
Comhairle, as the Education Authority, to monitor progress in the 
planned improvements to the school building. 

 
School 
Improvement – 
The Journey to 
Excellence 
E01 

10 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report which provided an analysis of 
school reviews and HMIe inspection reports for the session 2008/2009 with regard to 
school improvement.  The Report referred to the statutory requirement placed on the 
Comhairle, in terms of the Standards in Scotland’s Schools Etc. Act 2000, in relation 
to securing improvement in the schools for which it had responsibility and referred to 
the quality improvement procedures of the Comhairle, which defined how quality 
improvement staff supported and challenged schools to enable them to secure 
continuous improvement on the journey to excellence. It was stated in the Report 
that the Acting Director of Education was confident that quality improvement staff 
knew their schools well and that they made sound judgements on performance when 
carrying out performance review. It was intimated that the quality indicators used by 
quality improvement staff were those used in school inspections by HMIe.  It was 
further indicated that since August 2008 HMIe had focused on five key performance 
indicators when inspecting schools and that schools which gained an evaluation of 
satisfactory, or better, in the five key performance indicators were judged by HMIe to 
have had a positive Report. 
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The key performance indicators were: 
 
(1) improvements in performance;  
(2) learners’ experiences; 
(3) meeting learning needs; 
(4) the curriculum; and 
(5) improvement through self evaluation. 
 
It was further intimated that quality improvement staff reviews closely matched those 
of the published HMIe inspection reports, which demonstrated that quality 
improvement staff had a sound and reliable understanding of the educational 
standards being attained in schools.  The Report also provided an analysis of the 
five key quality indicators for schools in the following local authority areas inspected 
during the period 2005-2008, namely Orkney, Moray, Angus, Scottish Borders and 
The Highland Council.  The Report concluded that Western Isles schools performed 
well and compared favourably with these comparator authorities and that work must 
now focus on moving the quality indicators that were currently good to very good 
and to aim to progress from very good to excellent. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the contents of the 
Report. 
 
The Acting Director of Education agreed to send a copy of the three month 
follow-up Report on Stoneybridge Primary School to any Member of the 
Comhairle, or any Representative of Religious Interests on the Committee, 
who had requested a copy of the Report. 
 

  POLICY 
 

Early Years and 
Early Intervention 
Strategy 
E01.02.06 

11 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report seeking approval of the Early 
Years and Early Intervention Strategy.  It was intimated in the Report that the 
strategy, as detailed in Appendix A to the Report, had been published in December 
2008 and that meetings had been held in each Learning Community Area to discuss 
the impact of the Early Years and Early Intervention Strategy 2005 - 2008 and to 
discuss priorities for the future.  The Report detailed the consultation process 
followed in relation to the production of the final draft of the Strategy and also 
intimated that the Single Outcome Agreement and the Community Planning Process 
were the key local mechanisms for putting the Scottish Government’s Early Years 
Framework into practice and that taking this into consideration the Early Years and 
Early Intervention Strategy had been outlined under each national outcome and local 
outcome. 
 
It was recommended in the Report that the Comhairle approve the Early Years and 
Early Intervention Strategy, as detailed at Appendix A to the Report. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the Early Years and 
Early Intervention Strategy as detailed in Appendix A to the Report, subject to 
the approval of any additional expenditure associated with the implementation 
of the Strategy being approved in the context of the preparation of the 
Revenue Estimates for 2010/2011 and subsequent financial years and the 
submission of a further Report by the Acting Director of Education Report on 
pre-school hours. 
 
It was noted that the Acting Director of Education would write to all Members 
of the Committee with regard to the implementation of the decisions detailed 
at Item 12 of the Minute of Meeting of 21 April 2009 in relation to Alternative 
Curriculum for Education. 
 
Arising out of consideration of the above matter it was agreed to recommend 
that Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Committees be sent Action Sheets 
relating to their Committees and it was further noted that the Chief Executive 
would circulate to all Members the corporate standards for replying to 
correspondence. 
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Changes to the 
Educational 
Maintenance 
Allowance 
Legislation for 
2009/10 
E01 

12 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report, which detailed changes to the 
Education Maintenance Allowance Payments System for 2009/10.  It was intimated 
in the Report that the Scottish Government had introduced a major change to the 
eligibility criteria for an Education Maintenance Allowance starting with the 2009 
August roll, and it was further intimated that the new system would run in parallel 
with the old system for pupils who had already had at least on year of EMA 
payments.  It was further intimated in the Report that the previous three levels of 
weekly award of £30, £20 and £10 applied to household incomes of up to £22,403, 
£27,465 and £33,156 respectively would remain for those who had already received 
awards and continued to be eligible. However, amended criteria and awards would 
be in place for new applicants.  Under the new arrangements, it was pointed out in 
the Report, the maximum household income that entitled an only child to an 
Education Maintenance Allowance was now £20,351 with the maximum household 
income that entitled a child with other dependant children in the family to an 
Education Maintenance Allowance being £22,430.  It was stated in the Report that 
the new entitlement was for a £30 weekly payment and a twice year bonus, if 
applicable.  It was further pointed out in the Report that there would no longer be an 
entitlement for the £10 and £20 weekly Education Maintenance Allowance 
payments.  It was further stated in the Report that pupils who were receiving 
education while living in a foster home, or a children’s home and were in the care of 
the Local Authority were eligible for a £30 Education Maintenance Allowance award, 
without having to provide evidence of household income. 
 
It was recommended in the Report that the Comhairle note the changes to the 
eligibility criteria for Educational Maintenance Allowances for new applications 
during the 2009/2010 academic year and beyond. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the changes to the 
eligibility criteria for Education Maintenance Allowances for new applications 
during the 2009/2010 academic year and beyond.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Acting Director of Education be 
requested to circulate to all Members of the Comhairle and the 
Representatives of Religious Interests on the Committee details of those 
individuals and organisations consulted on the proposed changes to the 
Educational Maintenance Allowance Legislation and the public record of these 
consultations.  
 
It was further agreed to recommend that the Acting Director of Education be 
requested to make representations to the Scottish Government on the above - 
mentioned matter as soon as further information became available in relation 
to the impact of the proposed changes in Educational Maintenance 
Allowances and that the Acting Director of Education be further requested to 
seek the support of Mr Alasdair Allan MSP for the Comhairle’s position on this 
matter. 
 

  It was agreed that the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting 
during consideration of the following item on the grounds that exempt information as 
defined in Paragraph 6 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973, as amended, namely information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person other than the Comhairle, would be disclosed. 
 

ICT in Schools – 
GLOW Update  
E01 

13 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report concerning ICT in Schools.  It 
was stated in the Report that two challenges confronted the Comhairle in relation to 
sustaining the investment and progress achieved in ICT in Education over the 
previous five years namely: 
 

(a) funding 
(b) bandwidth provision  
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It was recommended in the Report that the Comhairle:  
 
(1) note the significant achievements made in implementing a Comhairle-

wide, fit for purpose, ICT infrastructure for all schools to deliver Glow 
Technologies and to support the new Curriculum for Excellence; 

(2) note the challenge posed by reduced ICT funding for sustaining the 
schools data networks and ICT infrastructure; and 

(3) should pursue with Scottish Government and Learning and Teaching 
Scotland the issue of the serious consequences associated with 
inadequate bandwidth for schools, and the consequential negative 
effect on learning and teaching. 

 
It was further agreed to recommend that the Acting Director of Education 
should make representations to Mr Alasdair Allan MSP and any other relevant 
Highlands and Islands MSP’s seeking their support for the Comhairle’s 
position in relation to the serious consequences for pupils and teachers 
associated with inadequate band width for schools.   
 

  RELATED MATTERS 
 

  It was agreed that the public, including the press, be excluded from the Meeting 
during consideration of the following item on the grounds that exempt information as 
defined in Paragraph 8 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973, as amended, namely, information relating to the amount of any expenditure 
proposed to be incurred by the Comhairle under any particular contract for the 
acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services, would be disclosed. 
 

School Catering :  
Progress Report  
CB002 

14 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report concerning the provision of 
school catering services in the Western Isles. The Report referred to a number of 
changes introduced in recent years in terms of statutory requirements, in relation to 
nutritional standards for school meals, and the introduction of cashless catering in 
some schools. 
 

  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the contents of the 
Report and agree that a review of the school catering service be undertaken 
and that any proposals arising from the review be reported back to the 
Comhairle for its consideration. 
 

  CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
 

Children and 
Families Services 
– Key Issues 
 

15 The Chief Executive submitted a Report giving information with regard to the current 
services provided by the Children and Families Service.  It was intimated in the 
Report that the Children and Families Service formed part of the Department of 
Education and Children’s Services and provided services within a statutory 
framework in the following areas: 
 

  (a) Child Protection; 
(b) Fostering and Adoption; 
(c) Children with Disabilities; 
(d) Looked after Children, including children in Foster and Residential Care; 
(e) Throughcare/Aftercare for young people; 
(f) Youth Justice; and 
(g) Assessment of and Support to “Children in Need” and their families. 
 

  It was highlighted in the Report that the above-mentioned services were delivered 
within the context of working in partnership with other agencies in order to promote 
and safeguard the welfare of children in need.  The Report identified that the 
Scottish Government, in conjunction with the Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities, had set out eight areas of aspiration for children and young people, with 
a particular focus required to be on “Children in Need Children” as defined in the  
Children Scotland Act 1995, these were: 
 

  Safe:- Children and young people should be protected from abuse, neglect and 
harm by others at home, at school and in the community; 
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  Nurtured:- Children and young people should live within a supported family setting 

with additional assistance, if required, or if where this was not possible, within 
another caring setting ensuring a positive and rewarding childhood experience; 
 

  Healthy: - Children and young people should enjoy the highest attainable standards 
of physical and mental health with access to suitable healthcare and support for safe 
and healthy lifestyle choices. 
 

  Achieving: - Children and young people should have access to positive learning 
environments and opportunities to develop their skills, confidence and self esteem to 
the fullest potential. 
 

  Active: - Children and young people should be active with opportunities and 
encouragement to participate in play and recreation including sport. 
 

  Respected: - Children, young people and their carers, should be involved in 
decisions that affect them and should have their voices heard. 
 

  Responsible: - Children and young people should be encouraged to play an active 
and responsible role in their communities. 
 

  Included: - Children young people and their carers, should have access to high 
quality services, when required and should be assisted to overcome the social, 
educational, physical, environmental and economic barriers that create inequality.  
 

  It was further stated in the Report that all services for children and their families 
should seek to address the above-mentioned key areas.  The Report identified 
particular challenges in the service areas referred to above and highlighted the 
challenges that lay ahead with respect to each service area and also gave 
consideration to areas for development.  It was further suggested in the Report that 
the Committee may wish to explore some of the issues highlighted in the Report in 
greater depth at a Members’ seminar, at which further details of the above - 
mentioned areas would be provided. 
 

  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 

  It was agreed that the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting 
during consideration of the Appendix to the following item on the grounds that 
exempt information as defined in Paragraph 5 of Schedule 7A to the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, namely information relating to the 
adoption, care, fostering or education of any particular child or relating to the 
supervision or residence of any particular child in accordance with a supervision 
requirement made in respect of that child under the Social Work (Scotland) Act 
1968, would be disclosed. 
 

Specialist 
Mainland 
Placements for 
Children 
2009/2010 
 

16 The Chief Executive submitted a Report which detailed the current position with 
regard to specialist mainland placements for children and the continuing budgetary 
pressures arising from these placements.  The Report stated that the estimated 
budget deficit for the Comhairle for 2009/10 in relation to children’s mainland 
placements was estimated at £905,951.  It was further stated in the Report that 
further actions would be required to address the current anticipated overspend. 
 

  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 

(1) note the forecasted costs for Specialist Mainland Placements as 
detailed in the Report; and 

 
(2) authorise the Chief Executive to carry out detailed option 

appraisals to assess the viability of developing an alternative 
residential/respite resource on the Western Isles for children and 
young people with a range of disabilities and of developing a 
wider range of foster care. 
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  TRADING OPERATIONS 

 
  It was agreed that the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting 

during consideration of the following three items on the grounds that exempt 
information as defined in paragraph 8 of Schedule 7A of the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, would be disclosed, namely, information relating 
to the amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the Comhairle under 
any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or 
services, would be disclosed. 
 
 

Performance 
Report for 
Schools Catering 
for the Period 1 
April 2009 – 30 
June 2009 
CB002 

17 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report detailing the financial and 
operational position of the Schools Catering Contract for the period 1 April 2009 – 30 
June 2009.  Details of the income and expenditure were outlined in the Appendix to 
the Report. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

Performance 
Report for 
Building Cleaning 
Services for 
Period 1 April 
2009 – 30 June 
2009 
CB006 

18 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report detailing the financial an 
operational position of the Building Cleaning Services for the period 1 April 2009 – 
30 June 2009. Details of the income and expenditure were outlined in the Appendix 
to the Report. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

Performance 
Report for Other 
Catering Contract 
Period 1 April 
2009 – 30 June 
2009 
CB006 

19 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report detailing the financial and 
operational position of the other catering contract for the period 1 April 2009 – 30 
June 2009.  Details of the income and expenditure were outlined in the Appendix to 
the Report. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

  REPORTS OUTSTANDING 
 

Reports 
Outstanding:  
Progress 
PR33.01.12 

20 The Chief Executive submitted a Report detailing reports outstanding arising from 
decisions of the Committee. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 

  URGENT ITEM 
 

  The Chairman ruled that in accordance with the provision of Section 50B(4) of the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, that the following item be 
considered as a matter of urgency in order to allow the Committee to take a view on 
these matters prior to the next series of meetings. 
 

  It was agreed that the public including the press be excluded from the meeting 
during consideration of the following three items on the grounds that exempt 
information as defined in paragraphs 6 and 8 of Schedule 7A of the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, would be disclosed, namely, 
information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person , 
other than the Comhairle, and information relating to the amount of any expenditure 
proposed to be incurred by the Comhairle under any particular contract for the 
acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services, would be disclosed. 
 

  Mr David Blaney declared an interest in the following item, as his wife was an 
employee of Croileagan a’ Chinn a-Deas and left the meeting during consideration of 
the matter. 
 

Pre-School 
Provision 
Daliburgh 
E01.02.06 

21 The Acting Director of Education submitted a Report concerning pre-school 
provision in Daliburgh. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle establish a new statutory pre-
school service in Daliburgh as outlined in paragraph 5.8 of the Report. 
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	It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that the Comhairle:

